God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Fourteen: The Book of Job
Texts: Job 1:1-5; 1:6-12; 1:13-22; 2:1-10; 2:11-13; 32:1-9; 38:1-3; 40:1-2; 42:1-6 [image: image1.jpg]


  
T
he first book in the poetic literature is a large book dedicated to the life of a man named Job. The text does not indicate when he lived and his home was in a region called Uz, meaning “wooded,” described as being in “the East” (1:3). Some conclude that Job lived in the Patriarchal Age, while others believe that he lived after the Mosaic Law was given. Since some principles taught in the Law are echoed in the book, for our study we will consider Job under the section on Mosaic Law (cf. Deut. 24:10-17 and Job 24:3-9).


The book starts by describing Job as a man who was “blameless and upright, and one who feared God and shunned evil” (1:1). He was wealthy with a large family (1:2-3). Because he was upright, the Bible says there was a time when Satan came to God and accused Job of only being faithful because God had “made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side” (1:10). Satan challenged God 
that if everything Job had was taken “he will surely curse You to Your face!” (1:11). 

The Bible does not teach that all hardship is caused by Satan or by God (see Eccl. 9:11). In this case the Lord allowed Satan to test the charge he had made against Job. In a single day his children died, his possessions, livestock, and servants were killed or stolen (1:13-20). In response Job mourned, but declared, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (1:21). Unlike Satan had imagined, Job did not sin against God, charging him with wrong (1:22).

Satan returned to God and again accused Job, saying that if his flesh was harmed he would curse God (2:4-5). The Lord again allowed Satan to act against Job. He was stricken with boils all over his body (2:6-8). In his anguish even his wife urged him to “curse God and die” (2:9). But Job said, “Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” (2:10). Still he did not sin against God by charging Him with wrong. What a wonderful example of patience and faithfulness.


The rest of the book records discussions between three of Job’s friends who tell him that it is because of his sin that he is suffering. Job responds to each, defending himself that he had not sinned against God (2:11-31). Finally a fourth, younger friend rebukes them all for presuming to speak for God (32-37). In the last section God Himself speaks declaring His power (38-41). In the end all that Job lost was restored to him (42).  

The name Satan means “adversary.” As he did to Job, Satan acts as an accuser of men to God. The Bible describes what Jesus’ sacrifice did declaring, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down” (Rev. 12:10). The blood of Christ satisfies all legal claim that Satan could make against the Christian to God. In Christ we need never fear Satan, “the accuser.” 
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	14
	II Chronicles 11-15
	II Chronicles 16-20
	II Chronicles 21-14
	II Chronicles 25-28
	II Chronicles 29-32
	II Chronicles 33-36
	Ezra 1-5


Study Questions
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1.  In both instances when Satan comes before God, where did he say that he had been?  (Job 1:7; 2:2)?
 

2.  What did Satan mean when he claimed that God put a “hedge” around Job (Job 1:10)?

3.  How did Job’s sons and daughters die? (Job 1:18-19).

4.  What did Job do to try and relieve the pain from his boils (Job 2:8)?


5.  List the names of Job’s three friends (Job 2:11): 1)


2)
3)

6.  What was the name of Job’s younger friend (Job 32:1)?


Why was he angry?

7.  Why did Job’s younger friend wait to speak (Job 32:6-9)?


8.  Fill-in the blanks from Job 38:2-3: “Who is this who _________ ___________ by words without ______________? Now __________ yourself like a _________; I will _________ you, and you shall __________ _____” (NKJV).

9.  To what does God appeal in His answer to Job (Job 38-41)?



How does this answer the problem of Job’s suffering?


10.  Why was God angry with Job’s friends (Job 42:7)?


Is hardship always due to sin?


Key Passage: “I know that You can do everything, and that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You. You asked, ‘Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know” (Job 42:2-3).
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